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Substan�al

 
No

Effec�ve Term: Fall 2020

Subject Code: BIOL - Biology Course Number: 309

Bundled Courses: EVPP 309
GEOL 309

Is this course replacing another course? No

Equivalent Courses:

Catalog Title: Introduc�on to Oceanography

Banner Title: Intro to Oceanography

Will sec�on �tles
vary by semester?

No

Credits: 3

Schedule Type:

Approved for AOES
Chair

5. 01/27/21 10:03 am
Geraldine Grant
(ggrant1): Approved
for BIOL
Undergraduate
Representa�ve

History
1. Jul 4, 2018 by

Deborah Polayes
(dpolayes)

2. Dec 20, 2018 by
Gregory Cra�
(gcra�)

3. Jan 30, 2020 by
Stephanie Lister
(slister1)

Are you comple�ng this form on someone else's behalf?



2/8/2021 BIOL 309: Oceanography

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/courseleaf/approve/?role=SC Curriculum Committee 3/4

Lecture

Hours of Lecture or Seminar per
week:

3

Repeatable: May be only taken once for credit, limited to 3
a�empts (N3)

Max Allowable
Credits:
9

Default Grade
Mode:

Undergraduate Regular

Recommended
Prerequisite(s):

Two of the following lab sciences courses are required for a total of 8 credits: [GEOL 101 or 102 + GEOL
104], 102], [EVPP 108 and 109 or 112 and 113 or 210], CHEM 211 and 213, [BIOL 103 or 213], [PHYS 160
and 161 or 243 and 244].

Recommended
Corequisite(s):

 

Required
Prerequisite(s) /
Corequisite(s)
(Updates only):

 

Registra�on
Restric�ons
(Updates only):

 

Registrar's Office Use Only - Registra�on Restric�ons:

 Field(s) of Study:

 Class(es):

 Level(s):

 Degree(s):

 School(s):

Catalog
Descrip�on:

Introduc�on to chemical, biological, and geological aspects of oceanic environment. May include field trips.

Registrar's Office Use Only - Required Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s):

And/Or ( Course/Test Code Min Grade/Score Academic Level ) Concurrency?
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Jus�fica�on:
The geology program is introducing a 100 level oceanography course with a 3 credit lecture and separate 1
credit lab to be�er accommodate transfers from Virginia community colleges, and to be�er accomodate
students at Mason who only need 7 credits of Natural Science in their Mason core courses. Given that this
course is at the 100 level, it would be�er be �tled Introduc�on to Oceanography, with this course taught at
the 300 level with the �tle Oceanography. Also, the prerequisites were updated to reflect the change of
GEOL 102 from a 4 credit lecture plus lab to separate 3 credit lecture (GEOL 102) and 1 credit lab (GEOL
104)

Does this course cover material which
crosses into another department?

No

A�ach Syllabus
GEOL_EVPP_BIOL309_Syllabus_F2019_final.pdf 

Addi�onal
A�achments

Specialized Course
Categories:

Addi�onal
Comments:

 

Reviewer
Comments

 

Key: 1462

 
To introduce the geological, physical, chemical, and biological aspects of the ocean environment. The
approach is primarily descrip�ve, with emphasis on causa�ve factors and interrela�onships among
physico-chemical and bio�c factors. 

Learning Outcomes:

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/courseadmin/1462/GEOL_EVPP_BIOL309_Syllabus_F2019_final.pdf

