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Bachelor's Degree (selected)/Environmental Science and
Policy, Accelerated MS

Overview

This bachelor's/accelerated master's degree program op�on allows academically strong undergraduates highly
qualified George Mason University students to earn an Environmental Science and Policy, MS in less �me than if
they had first graduated with a commitment to advance their educa�on an environmentally-focused Green Leaf-
designated BA or BS degree and then applied to obtain a Green Leaf-designated bachelor's degree and the
Environmental Science and Policy, MS degrees within an accelerated �meframe. MS program sequen�ally. Upon
comple�on of this 141 credit accelerated program, students will be excep�onally well prepared for entry into
their careers or into a doctoral program in the field or in a related discipline.
Students are eligible to apply for this accelerated program once they have earned at least 60 undergraduate
credits and can enroll in up to 18 credits of graduate coursework a�er successfully comple�ng 75 undergraduate
credits. This flexibility makes it possible for students to complete a bachelor's and a master's in five years.
For more detailed informa�on, see AP.6.7 Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Degrees. For policies governing all
graduate degrees, programs, see AP.6 Graduate Policies. For more informa�on on undergraduates enrolling in
graduate courses, see AP.1.4.4 Graduate Course Enrollment by Undergraduates.

Admission Applica�on Requirements

Applicants to all graduate programs at George Mason University must meet the admission standards and
applica�on requirements for graduate study as specified in the Graduate Admission Admission Policies sec�on of
this catalog. catalog, excluding the GRE exam requirement (which is not required for those enrolled in the
accelerated program).
Important applica�on informa�on and processes for this accelerated master's program can be found here.
The GRE exam is not required for this accelerated master's program.
Students should submit This includes three le�ers of recommenda�on (at least one from a former professor or
someone with a PhD), a recent resume, a statement of interest/research goals and interests (including
informa�on on the candidate's proposed MS research), and a le�er from their advisor (see Graduate Advisor
sec�on below) sta�ng that the advisor agrees to take on the candidate as an MS student, how the candidate
would be a good fit for them and why candidate's research topic would be suitable. Admission Requirements
Students with an overall GPA of at least 3.20 who are pursuing any Green Leaf-designated major or minor may
apply to for provisional acceptance into this accelerated master's program a�er comple�ng two semesters of
chemistry (including CHEM 211 General Chemistry I (Mason Core)  and CHEM 212 General Chemistry II (Mason
Core)  and CHEM 211 General Chemistry I (Mason Core) and  CHEM 212 General Chemistry II (Mason Core) and
three semesters of biology, including a course in ecology, or the equivalent, for example:
Select one of the following op�ons: 13

Op�on 1:

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/student-services/green-leaf-programs-courses/
https://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/environmental-policy/environmental-science-policy-ms/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/graduate-policies/#ap-6-7
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/graduate-policies
https://catalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/registration-attendance/#text
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/admissions/graduate-policies/
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/how-apply/accelerated-masters
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/student-services/green-leaf-programs-courses/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20211
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20212
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20211
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20212
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
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BIOL 213 Cell Structure and Func�on (Mason Core)
BIOL 214 Biosta�s�cs for Biology Majors
BIOL 308 Founda�ons of Ecology and Evolu�on
Op�on 2:
EVPP 210 Environmental Biology: Molecules and Cells
EVPP 301 Environmental Science: Biological Diversity and Ecosystems
EVPP 302 Environmental Science: Biomes and Human Dimensions
EVPP 305 Environmental Microbiology Essen�als
EVPP 306 Environmental Microbiology Essen�als Laboratory
Op�on 3:
CONS 401 Conserva�on Theory
CONS 402 Applied Conserva�on
6 credits of BIOL or CONS elec�ves

By the beginning of the undergraduate's senior year, they should first submit a Graduate Applica�on
for Accelerated Master's Program form (obtained from the  Office of Academic and Student
Affairs).Secondly, in their senior year accelerated master's students must complete the two graduate
courses indicated on their Accelerated Master's Program Applica�on with a minimum grade of 3.00 in
eachcourse.They must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.00 in all coursework and in coursework applied
to theirmajor.Upon comple�on and conferral of the undergraduate degree in a  Green Leaf-designated
 program, in the semester indicated in the applica�on, they must addi�onally submit the
Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Transi�on form (found on the  Office of the University Registrar
website ) and will subsequently be admi�ed into graduatestatus.Graduate Advisor
By at least the beginning of their senior year, students they should seek out a faculty member in the Department of
Environmental Science and Policy who is willing to serve as their advisor. This advisor will aid the student in
choosing the appropriate graduate courses to take and help to prepare the student for graduate studies. Admission
into a research-oriented master's concentra�on is dependent upon securing the agreement of a faculty advisor.
Faculty from a variety of departments and colleges at George Mason University (called "program faculty") can
serve as master's advisors. Poten�al students are encouraged to speak with the graduate program coordinator in
the department to obtain guidance on this issue.

Applica�on Requirements Applicants to all graduate programs at
Mason must meet the admission standards and applica�on
requirements for graduate study as specified in the  Graduate
Admission Policies  sec�on of this catalog,  excluding  the GRE exam
requirement (which is not required for those enrolled in the
acceleratedprogram).This includes three le�ers of recommenda�on (at
least one from a former professor or someone with a PhD), a recent

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=BIOL%20213
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=BIOL%20214
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=BIOL%20308
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20210
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20301
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20302
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20305
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20306
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CONS%20401
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CONS%20402
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/environmental-policy/#facultytext
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resume, a statement of interest/research goals and interests (including
informa�on on the candidate's proposed MS research), and a le�er
from their advisor sta�ng that the advisor agrees to take on the
candidate as an MS student, how the candidate would be a good fit for
them and why candidate's research topic would besuitable.For
informa�on specific to the accelerated  Environmental Science and
Policy, MS , see Graduate Admissions on the  department's
website.Accelerated Op�on Requirements

A�er the comple�on of 75 Reserve Graduate CreditsStudents admi�ed to this program may take graduate courses
a�er comple�ng 90 undergraduate credits, students may complete 3 to 12 and up to 6 credits of appropriate
environmentally-focused graduate coursework may be used in par�al sa�sfac�on of graduate coursework that can
apply to both the requirements for the undergraduate and graduate degrees. degree.
In addi�on To apply these credits to applying to graduate from the undergraduate program, the master's degree,
students in the accelerated program must submit a bachelor's/accelerated master's transi�on request that the
credits be moved from the undergraduate degree to the graduate degree using the Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's
Transi�on form (available from found on the Office of the University Registrar) to the College of Science's Office
of Academic and Student Affairs by the last day to add classes of their final undergraduate semester. website (as
noted above). Students should enroll for courses If students earn at least a 3.00 GPA in these classes, they are
granted advanced standing in the master's program in and must then complete an addi�onal 27 credits to receive
the fall or spring semester immediately following conferral of the bachelor's degree, but should contact an
advisor if they would like to defer up to one semester. master's degree. 
Students must maintain an overall GPA of 3.00 or higher in all graduate coursework and should consult with their
faculty advisor to coordinate their academic goals.

To apply these credits to the master's degree, students must request
that the credits be moved from the undergraduate degree to the
graduate degree using the Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Transi�on
form found on the  Office of the University Registrar website  (as
notedabove).Reserve Graduate Credits

Accelerated master's students Students may also take up to 6 addi�onal environmentally-focused graduate credits
as reserve graduate credits. credit. These credits do not apply to the undergraduate degree, degree but will reduce
the subsequent master's degree by up to credits accordingly (e.g., with 6 credits. With 12 graduate credits credits
counted toward the towards undergraduate degree plus the the maximum 6 reserve graduate credits, the credits

https://registrar.gmu.edu/forms/
https://cos.gmu.edu/about/contact-us/
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necessary for the graduate degree can an MS could be reduced by up to 18. completed with 21 post-bachelor's
credits).

Graduate Course Sugges�ons

The following list of suggested courses is provided for general reference. To ensure an efficient route to
gradua�on and post-gradua�on readiness, students are strongly encouraged to meet with an advisor before
registering for graduate-level courses.
EVPP 518 Conserva�on Biology 3
EVPP 621 Overview of Biodiversity Conserva�on 3
EVPP 635 Environment and Society 3
The ability to take courses for reserve graduate credit is available to all high achieving undergraduates with the
permission of thedepartment.

INTO-Mason
Requirements:

College
Requirements &
Policies:

Department /
Academic Unit
Requirements &
Policies:

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20518
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20621
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20635
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Program Outcomes

Addi�onal Program Informa�on
This informa�on is required by the Office of Accredita�on and Program Integrity
Courses offered via
distance (if
Indicate whether
students are able

 

What is the
primary delivery
format for the
program?

 
 

Does any por�on of this program occur off-campus?
 

Are you working with a vendor / other collaborators to offer your program?
 

Off-campus details:

Please explain:

Addi�onal SCHEV & SACSCOC Informa�on

Are you changing the total number of credits required for this program?

Are you changing the delivery format in any way (e.g adding an online op�on)?

Are you adding/removing a licensure op�on which was approved by SCHEV?

Will any por�on of this program be offered at an off-campus loca�on?

Will this program change affect any specialized accredita�on?

What off-campus loca�on(s)? List all

What percentage of credits toward this program are offered at the off-campus loc
Please list percentages by site (i.e. 15% at Site A, 35% at Site B etc.)
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OAPI Use Only – Determina�on of SACSCOC Impact
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Bachelor's Degree 
(selected)/Environmental Science and 
Policy, Accelerated MS 

Overview 
This bachelor's/accelerated master's degree program allows academically 
strong undergraduates with a commitment to advance their education to 
obtain a Green Leaf-designated bachelor's degree and the Environmental 
Science and Policy, MS degrees within an accelerated timeframe. Upon 
completion of this 141 credit accelerated program, students will be 
exceptionally well prepared for entry into their careers or into a doctoral 
program in the field or in a related discipline. 

Students are eligible to apply for this accelerated program once they have 
earned at least 60 undergraduate credits and can enroll in up to 18 credits of 
graduate coursework after successfully completing 75 undergraduate credits. 
This flexibility makes it possible for students to complete a bachelor's and a 
master's in five years. 
For more detailed information, see AP.6.7 Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's 
Degrees. For policies governing all graduate degrees, see AP.6 Graduate 
Policies. For more information on undergraduates enrolling in graduate 
courses, see AP.1.4.4 Graduate Course Enrollment by Undergraduates. 

Admission Requirements 
Applicants to all graduate programs at George Mason University must meet 
the admission standards and application requirements for graduate study as 
specified in the Graduate Admission Policies section of this catalog. 
Important application information and processes for this accelerated 
master's program can be found here. 

The GRE exam is not required for this accelerated master's program. 

Students should submit three letters of recommendation (at least one from a 
former professor or someone with a PhD), a recent resume, a statement of 
interest/research goals and interests (including information on the 
candidate's proposed MS research), and a letter from their advisor (see 
Graduate Advisor section below) stating that the advisor agrees to take on 
the candidate as an MS student, how the candidate would be a good fit for 
them and why candidate's research topic would be suitable. 
Students with an overall GPA of at least 3.20 who are pursuing any Green 
Leaf-designated major or minor may apply to this accelerated master's 

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/student-services/green-leaf-programs-courses/
https://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/environmental-policy/environmental-science-policy-ms/
https://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/environmental-policy/environmental-science-policy-ms/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/graduate-policies/#ap-6-7
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/graduate-policies/#ap-6-7
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/graduate-policies
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/graduate-policies
https://catalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/registration-attendance/#text
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/admissions/graduate-policies/
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/how-apply/accelerated-masters
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/student-services/green-leaf-programs-courses/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/student-services/green-leaf-programs-courses/


program after completing two semesters of chemistry 
(including CHEM 211 General Chemistry I (Mason 
Core) and CHEM 212 General Chemistry II (Mason Core) and three 
semesters of biology, including a course in ecology, or the equivalent, for 
example: 
Course List 

Code Title Credits 

Select one of the following options: 13 

Option 1:  

BIOL 213 Cell Structure and Function (Mason Core)  

BIOL 214 Biostatistics for Biology Majors  

BIOL 308 Foundations of Ecology and Evolution  

Option 2:  

EVPP 210 Environmental Biology: Molecules and Cells  

EVPP 301 Environmental Science: Biological Diversity and Ecosystems  

EVPP 302 Environmental Science: Biomes and Human Dimensions  

EVPP 305 Environmental Microbiology Essentials  

EVPP 306 Environmental Microbiology Essentials Laboratory  

Option 3:  

CONS 401 Conservation Theory  

CONS 402 Applied Conservation  

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20211
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CHEM%20212
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=BIOL%20213
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=BIOL%20214
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=BIOL%20308
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20210
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20301
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20302
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20305
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20306
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CONS%20401
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CONS%20402


Code Title Credits 

6 credits of BIOL or CONS electives  

Course List 

Graduate Advisor 
By at least the beginning of their senior year, students should seek out a 
faculty member in the Department of Environmental Science and Policy who 
is willing to serve as their advisor. This advisor will aid the student in 
choosing the appropriate graduate courses to take and help to prepare the 
student for graduate studies. Admission into a research-oriented master's 
concentration is dependent upon securing the agreement of a faculty 
advisor. Faculty from a variety of departments and colleges at George Mason 
University (called "program faculty") can serve as master's advisors. 
Potential students are encouraged to speak with the graduate program 
coordinator in the department to obtain guidance on this issue. 

Accelerated Option Requirements 

After the completion of 75 undergraduate credits, students may complete 3 
to 12 credits of graduate coursework that can apply to both the 
undergraduate and graduate degrees. 
In addition to applying to graduate from the undergraduate program, 
students in the accelerated program must submit a bachelor's/accelerated 
master's transition form (available from the Office of the University 
Registrar) to the College of Science's Office of Academic and Student 
Affairs by the last day to add classes of their final undergraduate semester. 
Students should enroll for courses in the master's program in the fall or 
spring semester immediately following conferral of the bachelor's degree, 
but should contact an advisor if they would like to defer up to one semester. 

Students must maintain an overall GPA of 3.00 or higher in all graduate 
coursework and should consult with their faculty advisor to coordinate their 
academic goals. 

Reserve Graduate Credits 

Accelerated master's students may also take up to 6 graduate credits as 
reserve graduate credits. These credits do not apply to the undergraduate 

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/environmental-policy/#facultytext
https://registrar.gmu.edu/forms/
https://registrar.gmu.edu/forms/
https://cos.gmu.edu/about/contact-us/
https://cos.gmu.edu/about/contact-us/


degree, but will reduce the master's degree by up to 6 credits. With 12 
graduate credits counted toward the undergraduate degree plus the 
maximum 6 reserve graduate credits, the credits necessary for the graduate 
degree can be reduced by up to 18. 

Graduate Course Suggestions 

The following list of suggested courses is provided for general reference. To 
ensure an efficient route to graduation and post-graduation readiness, 
students are strongly encouraged to meet with an advisor before registering 
for graduat 
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