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College/School: College of Science

Department /
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Geography & Geoinforma�on Science
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Program?
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Par�cipa�ng
Colleges

Par�cipa�ng
Departments

Jus�fica�on
Elimina�ng the statement of interest and le�ers of reference:
This will eliminate redundancies in assessing competency and enhance the accessibility of the
program for all applicants. These elements have, to date, not been of concern or jus�fica�on in
the rejec�on of a single BAM applicant.

The submission requirements do, however, provide a number of poten�al barriers that could
reduce interest or entrance into the program. Students must ac�vely foster rela�onships early
in their undergraduate tenure to solicit faculty le�ers of reference, an ac�vity par�cularly
challenging for individuals from backgrounds of lower socioeconomic status and/or for
individuals transferring to Mason from other ins�tu�ons. Statements of interest can be a
substan�al �me investment and because students are so early in their schooling, are likely a
poor reflec�on of the depth or direc�on students are capable of achieving and intend to follow
at the �me of their applica�on. We believe fostering the spirit of inclusivity, as well as the
streamlining of the admissions process, is worthwhile and appropriate.

The remaining requirements will be the required coursework, GPA, and overall credit
requirements stated in the catalog. If these prerequisites are met, students will be
automa�cally admi�ed into the BAM program subsequent to their applicant submission
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through the Graduate Admissions applica�on portal.

Addi�onal Modifica�ons: The University has loosened rules on Accelerated Master’s degrees in
several ways.
We seek to modify the pathway into the MS GECA to afford the maximum opportuni�es for
students considering our master’s degrees. We are also customizing the first-semester
sugges�ons to be specific to the master’s degree’s core requirements.

Applica�on Changes:
- Allow provisional acceptance a�er comple�on of 60 UG credits

Accelerated Op�on Requirements:
- Allowing graduate courses at 75 UG credits
- Allowing up to 12 credits of GR coursework to apply to UG degree
- Upda�ng addi�onal credits needed totals: 21 

Reserve Graduate Credit:
- Upda�ng the example to include 12 credits toward the UG degree.

Catalog Published Informa�on

Accelerated
Descrip�on/Dual
Degree
Descrip�on:

Bachelor's Degree (any)/Geoinforma�cs and Geospa�al
Intelligence, Accelerated MS

Overview

Offered by the Department of Geography and Geoinforma�on Sciences (GGS) in the College of Science, this
bachelor's/accelerated master's degree program enables highly qualified undergraduates to obtain any Mason
bachelor's degree and the Geoinforma�cs and Geospa�al Intelligence, MS degrees within an accelerated
�meframe. The program strategy enables students to undertake graduate coursework during their final year in the
bachelor's degree. In the case of a 120 credit bachelor's program, this accelerated master's op�on can be
completed as a 141 147 credit program. This accelerated pathway prepares students for professional careers where
geoinforma�on management, geographic analysis, and geointelligence and geovisualiza�on are of importance. 
Students in this accelerated degree program must fulfill all university requirements for the bachelor's program and
the Geoinforma�cs and Geospa�al Intelligence, MS. While the informa�on below is largely comprehensive,

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/geography-geoinformation-science/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/geography-geoinformation-science/geoinformatics-geospatial-intelligence-ms/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/geography-geoinformation-science/geoinformatics-geospatial-intelligence-ms/
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students are strongly encouraged to also review AP.6.7 Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Degrees.

Applica�on Requirements

Students with an overall GPA of at least 3.0 may apply for provisional acceptance into this accelerated master's
program a�er comple�ng at least 60 75-100 undergraduate credits. Addi�onally, students must have completed
the following courses with a combined GPA of 3.0 or be�er: GGS 300 Spa�al Quan�ta�ve Methods, GGS 311
Geographic Informa�on Systems, and any one upper level GGS-prefixed course.
Applicants to all graduate programs at Mason must meet the admission standards and applica�on requirements for
graduate study as specified in the Admissions sec�on of this catalog. However, this accelerated master's does not
require GRE test scores, le�ers of recommenda�on, or a statement of interest. scores. 
While being undergraduate students, accelerated master's students must complete the two graduate courses
indicated on their Accelerated Master's Program Applica�on (obtained from the Office of Academic and Student
Affairs) with a minimum grade of B in each course. They must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 in all coursework and
in coursework applied to their major.
At the beginning of their final undergraduate semester, they must submit the Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's
Transi�on Form (found on the Office of the University Registrar website). Students must begin their master's
program in the semester immediately following the term of undergraduate degree conferral. Students should
consult with their faculty advisor in the Department of Geography and Geoinforma�on Science and the Office of
Academic and Student Affairs to obtain further guidance.

Accelerated Op�on Requirements

Students admi�ed to this program may start taking graduate courses a�er comple�ng 75 90 undergraduate credits.
It is recommended that students Students must register for one of the following three courses in their first
semester of accelerated coursework:
GGS 550 Geospa�al Science Fundamentals 3
GGS 553 Geographic Informa�on Systems 3
GGS 579 Remote Sensing 3
Including the course chosen above, up to 12 6 credits of graduate coursework may be applied to both
undergraduate degree and the master's degree. If students earn at least a B in these classes, they are granted
advanced standing in the master's program and must then complete 21 27 addi�onal credits to receive the
master's degree. All other master's degree requirements must be met. 

Reserve Graduate Credit

During the bachelor's degree status, students may take up to 6 graduate credits as reserve graduate credit. These
credits do not apply to the undergraduate degree, but will reduce the subsequent master's degree credits
accordingly. accordingly (e.g., with 6 credits counted towards undergraduate degree plus the maximum 6 reserve
credits, the master's degree can be completed with 21 graduate credits). With 12 credits counted toward the
undergraduate degree plus the maximum 6 reserve credits, the credits necessary for the graduate degree can be
reduced by up to 18. The ability to take courses for reserve graduate credit is available to all high achieving
undergraduates with the permission of the department. To apply the reserved credits to the master's degree,

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/policies/academic/graduate-policies/#ap-6-7
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GGS%20300
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GGS%20311
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GGS%20550
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GGS%20553
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GGS%20579
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students must request their transfer from the undergraduate degree to the graduate degree via the
Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Transi�on Form found on the Office of the University Registrar website. website. 

Is this course required of all students in this degree program?

Execu�ve S


