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Repeatable: May be only taken once for credit, limited to 3
a�empts (N3)

Max Allowable
Credits:

12

Default Grade
Mode:

Undergraduate Regular

Recommended
Prerequisite(s):

BIOL 308 or BIOL 300 310 (or equivalent) or INTS 401

Recommended
Corequisite(s):

 

Required
Prerequisite(s) /
Corequisite(s)
(Updates only):

 

Registra�on
Restric�ons
(Updates only):

 

Registrar's Office Use Only - Registra�on Restric�ons:

 Field(s) of Study:

 Class(es):

 Level(s):

 Degree(s):

 School(s):

Catalog
Descrip�on:

In this course, you will be introduced to a variety of field techniques used in ecological research through
occasional classroom lectures and intensive field ac�vi�es. You start with an overview of sampling
methodologies common to the discipline and progress to hands-on and remote sampling techniques for
plants, insects, amphibians, rep�les, birds and mammals. You will become familiar with Virginia’s flora and
fauna, gain experience in sampling and iden�fying representa�ve plants, invertebrates and vertebrates, and
obtain experience in making observa�ons and characterizing ecological interac�ons related to popula�on,
community, and behavioral ecology. Also, you will maintain a field journal and complete a research proposal
following adapted guidelines of Mason’s OSCAR program. Come to Front Royal ready to work hard and to
spend long days in the field. 

Registrar's Office Use Only - Required Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s):

And/Or ( Course/Test Code Min Grade/Score Academic Level ) Concurrency?

       



Jus�fica�on:
We have discon�nued BIOL310 and now have BIOL300 which covers the equivalent material.

Does this course cover material which
crosses into another department?

Yes

Impacted
Departments:

Department

ESP - Environmental Science & Policy

A�ach Syllabus
BIOL357 Syllabus Ecology Field Skills.docx

Addi�onal
A�achments

Specialized Course
Categories:

Addi�onal
Comments:

 

Reviewer
Comments

 

Key: 15615

 
- Survey and iden�fy a variety of local plants and animals using field marks and dichotomous keys 
- Collect and measure plants, insects, birds, fish, herpetofauna and mammals in the field using tools
including pi�all traps, mistnets, visual counts, and sweep nets
- Use several field techniques to monitor different taxa, including radiotelemetry, camera traps, acous�c
monitoring and electrofishing
- Evaluate grassland, forest and aqua�c habitat 
- Organize, analyze and synthesize ecological data collected during the course

Learning Outcomes:

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/courseadmin/15615/BIOL357%20Syllabus%20Ecology%20Field%20Skills.docx

