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Overview

This degree option allows highly qualified George Mason University bachelor's students to 
earn a Bioinformatics Management, PSM degree in less time than if they had first 
graduated with a BS degree and then applied to the PSM program sequentially.

Admission and Processing Requirements

Students in the Biology, BS; Chemistry, BS; Computational and Data Sciences, BS; or Physics, BS with an overall GPA of 
at least 3.00 in their last 60 credits are welcome to apply to the Bioinformatics Management, PSM accelerated master's 
program. Applicants to this accelerated master's should have previously taken courses in molecular biology, computer 
science, calculus, physical chemistry, and statistics. Students with deficiencies in one or more of these areas may be 
required to take additional courses from the undergraduate curriculum.
The GRE requirement is waived for students accepted into this accelerated program.
By the beginning of the undergraduate student's senior year, they should submit a Graduate Application for 
Accelerated Master's Program form (obtained from the College of Science's Office of Academic and Student Affairs).
By at least the beginning of their senior year, students should seek out the Bioinformatics Management, PSM Program Director who will aid the 
student in choosing the appropriate graduate courses to take and help to prepare the student for graduate studies.
In their senior year, accelerated master's students must complete the two graduate courses indicated on their Accelerated Master's Program 
Application with a minimum grade of 3.00 in each course. They must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.00 in all coursework and in coursework 
applied to their major. In the semester specified on the application (around the completion and conferral of the undergraduate degree), students 
must submit the Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Transition form (found on the Office of the University Registrar website) and will subsequently 
be admitted into graduate status.

Reserve Graduate Credits

Students admitted to this program may take graduate courses after completing 90 undergraduate credits, and up to 6 credits of appropriate 
graduate coursework may be used in partial satisfaction of the requirements for the undergraduate degree. If students earn at least a 3.00 GPA 
in these classes, they are granted advanced standing in the master's program and must then complete an additional 25 credits to receive the 
master's degree. 
To apply these credits to the master's degree, students must request that the credits be moved from the undergraduate degree to the graduate 
degree using the Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Transition form found on the Office of the University Registrar website (as noted above).
Students may take up to 6 additional approved graduate credits as reserve graduate credit. These credits do not apply to the undergraduate 
degree but will reduce the subsequent master's degree credits accordingly (e.g., with 6 credits counted towards undergraduate degree plus the 
maximum 6 reserve credits, the PSM could be completed with 19 post-bachelor's credits). The ability to take courses for reserve graduate credit 
is available to all high achieving undergraduates with the permission of the School of Systems Biology.

Policies

For more detailed information on accelerated master's in general, see AP.6.7 Bachelor's/Accelerated Master's Degrees.
For policies governing all graduate programs, see AP.6 Graduate Policies.

Is this course required of all students in this degree program?
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