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(check Special (A, B C, etc. +|P)  LEC caninclude LAB or RCTflinked Recitation (RCT) Studio (STU) Thesis (THS-798/799)
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Course Proposal Submitted to the College of Science Curriculum Committee (COSCC)

The form above is processed by the Office of the University Registrar. This second page is for the COSCC’s reference.
Please complete the applicable portions of this page to clearly communicate what the form above is requesting.

FOR ALL COURSES (required)
Course Number and Title: ASTR 999 Doctoral Dissertation

Date of Departmental Approval: 02/23/2017

FOR MODIFIED COURSES (required if modifying a course)
e Summary of the Modification: Change allowed number of ASTR 999 credits.

e Text before Modification (title, repeat status, catalog description, etc.): N/A
e Text after Modification (title, repeat status, catalog description, etc.): N/A

e Reason for the Modification:

Currently the catalog states that a Physics PhD student must take no more than 12 credits of
ASTR 998 and that the total number of ASTR 998 + ASTR 999 credits must be 24, which
implies that 12 credits of ASTR 999 are required. We requesting to change the requirement to
be a minimum of 3 credits of ASTR 999 while keeping requirement of a total number of ASTR
998 + ASTR 999 credits of 24 in a separate program change document. This change will allow
students to skip taking ASTR 998, Dissertation Proposal. The reason is that many students in
our PhD program take several semesters of ASTR 796 during which they may have do
background research on a thesis topic and they may complete the thesis proposal over the
summer term. In this case, the student may not need to take ASTR 998 credits before they are
ready to advance to candidacy and take ASTR 999.



